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APrior to this decade, great difficulty
to call/send in real-time reports

ACommunication limited by
existing technology

AFlow of information severely
hampered/delayed in rural areas

2000 US Census Population Per County

S with NWS on the order of days

ASharing images of storms

Effective communication between NWS F
and those fiwitnessingo
leads to successful severe weather
operations and better end products
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Today . ..

AContinued advances in technology, specifically cell phone/broadband cards

U Creates new tools and possibilities

Alnflux of mobile storm observers (most cases, highly educated)

U Greatest density Aprili June (includes rural areas)

AWealth of information/data now
possible to obtain in real-time

Emerqing Technologies in the Field

V Spotter Network
V MRESS
V Live Chase Cams
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Outline and Flow of Information of a Tech-Savvy Storm Observer
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Spotter Network


http://www.spotternetwork.org/

Spotter Network Overview SFSTIER~

Alntroduced in 2006 (first full year 2007)

ADesigned to improve flow of real-time information w/out taxing human
resources (both field and NWS persons)

AMobile storm observers are an excellent resource for real-time severe reports

AServes as a communication bridge between storm observer and NWS through
the eSpotter program, at no cost to observer or the NWS

ALess than 45 seconds from the field to arriving in NWS eSpotter

AProvides NWS the storm observer s cont

APrecise location of storm observer and location/type of severe event



